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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is responsive to the following communication: Amendment filed 6/20/07. 
This action is made non-final. 

2. Claims 1-8 are pending in the case. Claims 1, 5 and 7 are independent claims. 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

3. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1 . 1 1 4, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is eligible 
for continued examination under 37 CFR 1 . 1 1 4, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1 . 1 7(e) has 
been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 06/20/2007 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

4. Applicant's amendment corrects the previous rejection and therefore the rejection is 
withdrawn. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art 
are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to 
a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 1-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Lemmons et 
al (Patent No. US 6442755 B1; hereinafter Lemmons) in view of Markel et al (Pub No. US 
2002/0026637 A1 ; hereinafter Markel). 
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As to claim 1, Lemmons teaches: 

An electronic equipment (e.g., see Figs. 1-2) comprising: 

a display unit including a display screen (e.g., a display screen of the television 
equipment, see col. 2 lines 4-13); 

a plurality of interfaces for inputting visual media information from a plurality of external 
sources (e.g., see Figs. 1-3; note visual media information includes both video and data or 
television programming and that if desired, data can be provided over separate communication 
paths, see col. 3 lines 47-52 and col. 4 lines 14-39; further note there are preferably numerous 
television distribution facilities 16 and that link 18 may be a combination of a satellite link, a 
telephone network link, a cable or fiber optic links, and a microwave link or any other suitable 
communications path, see col. 3 lines 3-18; in addition, video signal can be provided from a 
plurality of external sources such as the user tunes set-top box or a digital signal provided to a 
display on an appropriate digital bus, see col. 4 lines 14-39); 

script text acquisition means for acquiring one or more script texts containing at least a 
media element identification of said visual media information to be input from one of said 
interfaces, and a display layout of said media element on said display screen (e.g., see col. 3 
lines 19-40, Figs. 5, 7a-7b and col. 6 lines 64-67 - col. 7 lines 1-9; note the script text as shown 
in Fig. 7a, 7b contains at least a media element identification such as display elements 1-3 and 
a display layout of the media element; further note that the display elements includes any 
suitable program guide display screen element such as advertisement elements, program 
listings grid elements, video window elements, text window elements, see col. 7 lines 42-47); 

a script text storage unit for storing one or more script texts taken in by said script text 
acquisition means (e.g., see col. 7 lines 18-25); 
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script text selection means for selecting a script text from one or more script texts stored 
in said script text storage unit (e.g., see col. 8 lines 41-57); 

an interface selection means for identifying the external source of said media element 
based on the external source information contained in said script text selected by said script text 
selection means and selecting one of said plurality of interfaces corresponding to the identified 
external source to input said media element (e.g., see col. 8 lines 1-9, lines 41-57 and Fig. 6a; 
note that screen 50 as shown in Figs. 6a-6b is generated using a scripting text, it is clearly 
shown that the external source of said media element and the interface corresponding to the 
source are identified); and 

script process means for displaying said media element on said display screen in 
accordance with said display layout contained in said script text selected by said script text 
selection means (e.g., see Figs. 7a-7b and col. 8 lines 1-9). 

Lemmons does not expressly teach that the script text contains an external source 
information of the media element. 

In the same field of endeavor of displaying video and interactive content (e.g., see 
Markel [0003]), Markel teaches a system for displaying video and interactive content comprising 
a plurality of interfaces for inputting visual media information from a plurality of external sources 
and script text containing link tag to a plurality of media source (e.g., see [0003], [0028], [0033], 
[0034] and Figs. 3, 7; note the URL tag and SRC tag in the script text shown in Fig. 7). 

Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have used the feature of examining script text file to identifying the media 
source and its display layout as taught by Markel to the electronic equipment as taught by 
Lemmons to achieve the claimed invention. The motivation for the combination is to be able to 
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change user screens or program guide functionality without downloading an entire new program 
guide application (e.g., see Lemmons col. 1 lines 28-37). 

As to claim 5, Lemmons teaches: 

A server (e.g., television distribution facility 16 as shown in Fig. 1) comprising: 

a script text storage unit (e.g., item 12 in Fig. 1) for storing one or more script texts (e.g., 
see col. 3 lines 19-31), containing at least a media element identification of visual media 
information to be input into an electronic equipment from one of a plurality of interfaces, a 
display layout of said media element on a display screen (e.g., see col. 3 lines 19-40, Figs. 5, 
7a-7b and col. 6 lines 64-67 - col. 7 lines 1-9; note the script text as shown in Fig. 7a, 7b 
contains at least a media element identification such as display elements 1-3 and a display 
layout of the media element; further note that the display elements includes any suitable 
program guide display screen element such as advertisement elements, program listings grid 
elements, video window elements, text window elements, see col. 7 lines 42-47); and 

script text distribution means for reading a corresponding script text from said script text 
storage unit to distribute said script text to said electronic equipment through a network in 
response to a request from said electronic equipment as a client (e.g., see col. 3 lines 19-31), 

wherein said media element is input by one of said plurality of interfaces corresponding 
to said external source information at the electronic equipment (e.g., see col. 8 lines 1-9 and 
lines 41-57; note that screen 50 as shown in Figs. 6a-6b is generated using a scripting text, it is 
clearly shown that the external source of said media element and the interface corresponding to 
the source are identified). 

Lemmons does not expressly teach that the script text contains an external source 
information of the media element. However, Markel teaches a system for displaying video and 
interactive content comprising, a plurality of interfaces for inputting visual media information from 
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a plurality of external sources and script text containing link tag to a plurality of media source 
(e.g., see [0003], [0028], [0033], [0034] and Figs. 3, 7; note the URL tag and SRC tag in the 
script text shown in Fig. 7). Thus, combining Lemmons and Markel would meet the claimed 
limitations for the same reasons as discussed with respect to claim 1 above. 

As to claim 7, Lemmons teaches: 

A presentation method of a layout script text (e.g., see Figs. 7a-7b), said method 
comprising the steps of: 

connecting a server to an electronic equipment through a network (e.g., see Fig. 1 and 
col. 3 lines 3-19), said server including a media element identification of visual media 
information to be input to said electronic equipment from one of a plurality of interfaces (e.g., 
see col. 3 lines 3-31; note that program guide includes television program listings data such as 
channel and media element, see Fig. 5), and a script text storage unit (e.g., item 12 in Fig. 1) for 
storing a script text (e.g., see col. 3 lines 19-31) defining at least a display layout of said media 
element on a display screen (e.g., see Figs. 7a-7b and col. 6 lines 64-67 - col. 7 lines 1-9), said 
electronic equipment including a function of making said media element be displayed on the 
display screen in accordance with a script text (e.g., see Figs. 7a-7b and col. 8 lines 1-9); 

requesting a distribution of said script text to said server from said electronic equipment 
(e.g., col. 8 lines 33-40); and 

reading a corresponding script text from said script text storage unit to distribute said 
script text to said electronic equipment through said network in response to said request issued 
to said server (e.g., step 400 in Fig. 8; note that script texts are stored in storage 12 as shown in 
Fig. 1); 

wherein said media element is input by one of said plurality of interfaces corresponding 
to said external source information at the electronic equipment (e.g., see Figs. 1-3; note visual 
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media information includes both video and data or television programming and that if desired, 
data can be provided over separate communication paths, see col. 3 lines 47-52 and col. 4 lines 
14-39; further note there are preferably numerous television distribution facilities 16 and that link 
18 may be a combination of a satellite link, a telephone network link, a cable or fiber optic links, 
and a microwave link or any other suitable communications path, see col. 3 lines 3-18; in 
addition, video signal can be provided from a plurality of external sources such as the user 
tunes set-top box or a digital signal provided to a display on an appropriate digital bus, see col. 
4 lines 14-39). 

Lemmons does not expressly teach that the server includes an external source 
information of said media element. However, Markel teaches a system for displaying video and 
interactive content comprising a plurality of interfaces for inputting visual media information from 
a plurality of external sources and script text containing link tag to a plurality of media source 
(e.g., see [0003], [0028], [0033], [0034] and Figs. 3, 7; note the URL tag and SRC tag in the 
script text shown in Fig. 7). Thus, combining Lemmons and Markel would meet the claimed 
limitations for the same reasons as discussed with respect to claim 1 above. 

As to claim 2, Lemmons further teaches: 

said plurality of interfaces include a function of inputting visual media information 
different from each other through a plurality of channels (e.g., see col. 5 lines 22-30 and Fig. 5), 
and 

said script text includes information for defining said interface for inputting said media 
element and a channel of said interface (e.g., see Figs. 5, 7a-7b and col. 6 lines 64-67 - col. 7 
lines 1-9; those skilled in the art will appreciate including a channel information in the script text, 
such implementation would not leave the scope and spirit of the disclosed invention, see col. 10 
lines 50-53). 
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As to claim 3, Lemmons further teaches wherein said script text acquisition means 
selects a desired script text and takes in said script text from a server for presenting said script 
text through a network (e.g., see col. 7 lines 10-25, col. 8 lines 33-57 and Fig. 9). 

As to claim 4, Lemmons further teaches wherein said script text acquisition means 
selects a desired script text and takes in said script text from a detachably mountable storage 
medium which records said script text (e.g., the script text can be stored locally by a program 
guide, see col. 7 lines 20-25; note it is clearly that a desired script text can be taken from a 
detachably mountable storage 31 as shown in Fig. 2). 

As to claim 6, Lemmons further teaches: 

recognition means for recognizing a specification of said electronic equipment as a 
requester (e.g., see col. 5 lines 51-67 and col. 6 lines 25-41); and 

script change means for changing a content of a script text read from said script text 
storage unit to be optimized according to said specification of said electronic equipment 
recognized by said recognition means (e.g., see col. 8 lines 33-57 and Fig. 9). 

As to claim 8, Lemmons further teaches wherein said server recognizes a specification 
of said electronic equipment as a requester (e.g., see col. 7 lines 10-25 and see col. 5 lines 51- 
67), changes a content of a script text read from said script text storage unit to be optimized in 
accordance with said recognized specification of said electronic equipment, and distributes said 
changed script text to said electronic equipment (e.g., see col. 8 lines 33-57 and Fig. 9). 

Response to Arguments 

7. Applicant's arguments filed on 6/20/07 with respect to claims 1-8 have been fully 
considered but are not persuasive. 
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Applicant's arguments that the prior art of Lemmons does not teach or suggest "a 
plurality of interfaces for inputting visual media information from a plurality of external sources" 
(e.g., see Applicant's remark page 7, Para 4). 

Examiner respectfully disagrees and submits that the prior art of Lemmons teaches the 
limitation of a plurality of interfaces for inputting visual media information from a plurality of 
external sources for the following reasons: 

■ The prior art of Lemmons teaches that visual media information includes both 
video and data or television programming and that if desired, data can be 
provided over separate communication paths, see col. 3 lines 47-52 and col. 4 
lines 14-39; 

■ there are preferably numerous television distribution facilities 16 and that link 18 
may be a combination of a satellite link, a telephone network link, a cable or fiber 
optic links, and a microwave link or any other suitable communications path, see 
col. 3 lines 3-18; 

■ video signal can be provided from a plurality of external sources such as the user 
tunes set-top box or a digital signal provided to a display on an appropriate digital 
bus, see col. 4 lines 14-39); 

The examiner would like to point out that one cannot show nonobviousness by attacking 
references individually where the rejections are based on combinations of references. See In re 
Keller, 642 F.2d 413, 208 USPQ 871 (CCPA 1981); In re Merck & Co., 800 F.2d 1091, 231 
USPQ 375 (Fed. Cir. 1986). 

In addition, the examiner would also like to point out that the question under 35 U.S.C. 
103 is not merely what the references expressly teach, but what they would have suggested to 
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one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made." In re Lamberti, 545 F.2d 
747, 750, 192 USPQ 278, 280 (CCPA 1976). 

Applicant's arguments that the prior art of Lemmons does not teach or suggest "script 
text acquisition means for acquiring one or more script texts, containing at least a media 
element identification of said visual media information to be input from one of said interfaces, an 
external source information of the media element, and a display layout of said media element on 
said display screen" (e.g., see Applicant's remark page 9, Para 1). 

This argument has been fully considered and are persuasive. However, upon further 
consideration, a new ground(s) of rejection is made in view of Markel as rejected supra. 

Applicant's arguments that the prior art of Lemmons does not teach or suggest "an 
interface selection means for identifying the external source of said media element based on the 
external source information contained in said script text selected by said script text selection 
means and selecting one of said plurality of interfaces corresponding to the identified external 
source to input said media element" (e.g., see Applicant's remark page 10, Para 1). 

This argument has been fully considered and are persuasive. However, upon further 
consideration, a new ground(s) of rejection is made in view of Markel as rejected supra. 

Conclusion 

It is noted that any citation to specific, pages, columns, lines, or figures in the prior art 
references and any interpretation of the references should not be considered to be limiting in any 
way. A reference is relevant for all it contains and may be relied upon for all that it would have 
reasonably suggested to one having ordinary skill in the art. In re Heck, 699 F.2d 1331, 1332- 
33,216 USPQ 1038, 1039 (Fed. Cir. 1983) (quoting In re Lemelson, 397 F.2d 1006,1009, 158 USPQ 
275,277 (CCPA 1968)). 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to TuyetLien (Lien) T. Tran whose telephone number is 571-270-1033. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Friday: 7:30 - 5:00 (every other Friday off). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Weilun Lo can be reached on 571-272-4847. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you 
would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the 
automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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